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FROM THE | 
conrinuaner of the ConTacion 


AMONG THE 


0 S 1 E, 


AND OTHER 
More afflicting and important E vits 


threatening and . us. 
Behald, the Hand of the Lord is n t Cattle, 
> f upon thy 


And I will ſbetu Wanders in the Heavens, and in the 
Earth, Blood, and Fire, and Pillars of Smoke. _ 


And there ſhall be Famines, and Peſtilences, and Earth-. 


__ guakes, in divers Places. All theſe are the Beginni 
"of Sorrows. Mat. xxiv. 77 8. 9 


And it ſhall come to paſs, that Ae ſhall call an 
the Name of the Lord, ſhall be delivered. Joel ii. 32. 


See 2 Sam. xxi. I. 


Homer Iliad, firſt Raw Sc. 4 
LONDON: 7 
Printed for R. BALD wIx, at the * in Pater- 5 
; _ now Row. 8 
MDCC EI. 


tree One Shilling, Þ 


* 


A 


<2 0 


» > 


Oo we — 


* 


„ 4 


L E 1 T E R. 


ROM 


A \Perfoa in the denen to a 
Friend 1 in Town, 


wo FR \ \ 
DOw! handing your - friendh ly 
I hints, with what little ſuc> 


ceſs any thing of a ſerious 
nature is likely to appear, 


Jam moved, in \behalf ef an honeſt 
Ascquaintance, ante more 10 ſolicit © 
your careful reviſal and correction of 
the manuſcript, fome months fince put 
into 70 your hands, in order to fend it 
A A 2 into 
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into the world with all 2 


n 


nd and Re . 
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IF EW ion JH W 

&c. have = little impreſſion, we 
Surely have ſuflained, and put on, fo- 
lemn mourning, for a loſs enough to make 
the whole nation ſerious, and to for- 
get ſcorning. The inflicting Hand of 
Providence is yet ſtretched out, to call 

for ſpecial attention : and who will 
ſay, that we are made ſufficiently ſober 
and wiſe by the chaſtiſements we have 
felt, to need no more remonſtrance 
againſt the r we. Have! 1 
in? | | 


T HE thoughtful and ſober- minded 
will doubtleſs approve as ſeaſonable, 
any attempt to forward their own way 
of reaſoning, and to perſuade men 109 

improve, and learn fn from 
zhe 


ALETTER ov 
the judgments and viſtations of 
Heaven? © * vod 


7 E E gay, the wanton, " and 
wicked, who never reliſh ſober leſſons, 
may poſſibly with hardened hearts, and 
ſoft heads, cry aloud and explode ;\ 
but whether men will hear, or whe- 
ther they will forbear, in perilous 
times, it ſeems @ duty incumbent upon 
every obſerver, to ſound the alarm, 
and ſpread warning, that none may. 

have to ſay, they periſh without know- 
lege or notice ef danger. 


THE FI of the piece is evi- 
dently commendable, to awaken tranſ- 
greſſors to purſue right things, from 
the beginnings of wrath which we 
have, in a manner both awful and 
forrowful, experienced; and the tem- 

Per, which runs through the whole, 


appears 
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appears candid and benevolent, touch- 
ing upon no point but what too egre- 
giouſly calls for ſome reform; laying 
open 110. fore, but for healing ; in ge- 
neral terms, ſeeking to explode what 
is blameable, without inſult, or Fer- 
. rehlectiun. | 


THE patronage of ſome worthy 
perſon of di 2 could it be pro- 
cured, would give a ſanction ta the 
her formance, and forward its way 
with ſome credit and influence, to 
which the publiſhing the name of the 
Author cannot avail : his yearnings of 
heart for the welfare, the peace, and 
ſafety, of his worthy countrymen and 
brethren, may be allowed to have ſome 


merit to claim a ſhare in their good. 
will and eſteem. 


ALETTER vii 


INSTEA D of ſomething better, 
this may ſerve by way of Preface. 


YOUR beſt care to promote the 


good purpoſe, will be kindly taken, 
and acknowleged, by, 


Dear Sth, 


| Your affectionate and 
much obliged 
humble ſervant, 


July 18. 1751. 


* 
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Page 14. Line 3. for male · treated, eee 
y 29. I. 4. for ads, read arts. 
45. J. 3 for affefed, read affixed. Ibid. I. 18. for 
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Britain's ALARM, 


FROM 


The Continuance of the Contagion 
among the CAT TIE, &c. 


| 355 O judge rightly of what paſſes 
Ws round us, and from thence to 
orm meaſures for its own peace 
and ſafety, to communicate alſo 
light and warning to others, are both of 
them the concern of a rational and generous 
mind. 


THERE are creatüres of no underſtand- 
ing, and conſequently glve no attention to 
find out the end and cauſe wherefore either 
good or evil happeneth to themſelves or 
others; but to man it belongeth to make 


B inquiry, 


— — 


— — 
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inquiry, wherefore, and whenſdever, * 


cloud or calamity doth n him. 


Ir is a truth received among thoſe I mean 


to addreſs, Fhat afflitien 55 not out of 


the duſt; that there is a Providence to in- 

ſpect and over-rule the affairs of men: 

Shall. there be evil in a city, and the Lord 

hath not done it? Surely, his eye is over all 

his works, and his hand ordereth them ac- 

cording to Lag 751 ill, for approbation, © or for 
reprook. - 


Ir is worthy the 8 of all 


men, that there is One Supreme Majeſty, 


tremendous and holy, who alone hath power 


to ſhake terribly the earth, and to place 


ſigns and wonders in the heavens; that the 
minute philoſopher, and proud reaſoner, 
doth in vain attempt to ſolve and explain all 
the appearances in nature, excluſiye of a 
mighty and wiſe Origin, who ſuperintends 
and directs all her motions, commands what 
ſhall be, and ſeeth that all GP fulfil his 
intention and word. | 


Tuar to. the hand of this Sovereign 
Power we owe the contagion among our 
cattle, 
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cattle, I need only appeal to the ſenſe of the 
wiſe and governing part of this kingdom, who 
have long fince publiſhed and authorized a 
form of prayer to deprecate this ſore calamity, 
that the juſt and powerful Being, who ſent 
it for our warning and puniſhment, would 
graciouſly vouchſafe to remove it, _ our 
repentance and amendment. 


Have our prayers ſucceeded 1 On tha 
contrary; Have not our iniquities and pro- 
vocations increaſed, to the drawing down 
more threatening and heavy judgments * ? 
At beſt, Have our petitions been offered 
before the throne of the Moſt High, with 
that devotion and contrition of heart out 
caſe requires? Have not our words come 
forth as wind, without conſidering whom 
we ſeek to, and what we aſk for; deſiring 


One calamity hath ſince befallen us, for which 
the whole land hath very ſeaſonably and moſt affection- 
ately mourned : and may it not be conceived a fore- 
runner of yet farther evil, if we are not, at length, 
awakened from our thoughtleſſneſs and impiety, and 
taught effectually to amend as well as mourn ; to change 
our hearts with our_ garments, and turn them to the 
Lord our God, who hath, with a grievous ftroke, taken 
away, in part, the light of our Jſrael; and can ſuffer 
his indignation to ariſe, and bring on total confuſion, 
and darkneſs ? 


B 2 perhaps 
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perhaps chaſtiſement to be removed, but 
without ſhaking off our tranſgreſſion ? oY 


Har timely and kind caution from 

human authority and wiſdom anſwered the 

purpoſe of prevention, or decreaſe to this 
raging evil ? 


To what effect have orders been multi- 

plied, and rules and directions publiſned in 
our religious aſſemblies, to ſtop the ſpread - 
ing of this peſtilential influence? 


Ir truly hath hitherto appeared to baffle 
the ſkill, and be deaf to the voice, of 


AnD is it not time to be alarmed, by the 
continuance of this, and the preſage of fur- 
ther and greater evils ; to have recourſe to 
other and more promiſing means of ſucceſs 


and ſafety ?. 


Wr are not without precedent of what 
has been done by other kingdoms and peo- 
ple, to good purpoſe, in times of viſitation ; 
many are recorded, on ſuch ſolemn occa- 
fions, to have laid to heart their iniquity, 

and 
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and done no more wickedly ; ; and thus have + 
procured 2 reſpite, if not a removal, of 


divine judgment, 
Ws have the bleſſing of a book (as yet 


held in eſteem, and never but vainly to be 
pppoſed) which furniſhes admirable leſſons 
to make men wiſe in their conceptions, and 
| ſucceſsful in all their attempts of a ſerious 
kind, 


rut moſt celebrated names in antiquity, 
for wiſdom as well as valour, have been 
found conſulting their oracles, and myſtical 
books, upon great and threatening emergen- 
cies, in ſearch both of the cauſe and remedy 
to the evils which alarmed them. They 
were, for the moſt part, too well taught, 
more deeply read, and better diſpaſed, than 
to exclude a divine interpoſition in the won- 
derful things which came to paſs in their 
> 


AND it would be no impeachment to the 
learning and modeſty of this preſent age, to 
ſeek rather for light and intelligence, i in our 
doubts, and threatening dangers, from the 
more authentic and lively oragles we have 

| at 
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at hand, than to depend wholly upon human 
underſtanding and meaſures, and be ſolely 
buſied in the ſearch after natural cauſes ; as 
if the God and Author of nature had 2 
direction in her 1 


In our facred volume a very pertinent 
caſe is entered, of one in public character 
(and ſuch are the fitteſt to exert themſelves 
in public danger), who, well- affected to the 
religion he had received, and warmed with 
a love to the people he prefided among, 
ſo wiſely acquitted himſelf, as to gain ap- 
plauſe in the moſt venerable roll of fame: 
A plague was begun among the hoſts which 
came out of Egypt ; and this diſtinguiſhed 
perſon, mindful to ſtop the ſpreading guilt 
and infection, and preſerve multitudes, ated 
well in a double capacity: as a prieſt, he 
interceded for them with his God; as a 
chief ruler and leader, he with-held not 
his own hand from * a ſignal piece of 


juſtice. 


Gov ſaw, well- leaſed, the Sn 
ſtroke of him that was zealous for his ho—- 
nour, and hearkened unto the voice of man: 
the langoifiung and aftoniſh'd tribes are 

healed, 
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healed, and their fears removed; the me- 
mory of the righteous deed is ſecured to all 


n, 5. 


Tur Be Re and the tranſgreſſion, 
which introduced this remarkable fact, with 
the ſucceſs that followed, may very ſeaſon- 
ably prompt us to ſearch and examine out 
own ways, and the doings we are witneſſes 
to; whether there be no marks and foot- 
ſteps of the like guilt to be found in this 
our country, to bring upon us the like ſe- 
vere or more ſignal judgments; whether 
5 and revolt from the true God, 
the higheſt irreverence and indignity 
us Chriſt, whom he hath ſent, and 
deſpight to the Holy Spirit of Grace; whe- 
ther ſhamelefs and daring lewdneſs, in de- 
| fiance of all reſtraints, both religious and 
civil, with many other enormities, among 
all ſorts and conditions of men; have not 
preſumptuouſly enough gone forth, and 
lifted up their deformed heads, to call down, 
and challenge, ſome amazing chaſtiſement 
from Him that ſeeth and judgeth the earth, 
and will not behold iniquity ; and whether, 
upon our ſerious animadverſion and view., 

* See Numb; xy, Bal. cvi. 
N 2 ä the 
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the ſame kind of proceeding with that of the 
celebrated good man; ſo far as concerns each 
man himſelf, may not bring about a con- 
cluſion equally favourable and auſpicious. 


Axrzk the ftrideſt ſcrutiny and con- 
demnation of our perſonal negle&s and miſ- 
doings, we muſt be greatly cautious how 
we cenſure and pronounce upon other mens 
conduct. | 


Tux Almighty only knows, and is the 
judge, how far, and in what meaſure, the 
crying fins of this nation have contributed 
to bring, or to deſerve, the harſh tokags of 
his hand upon us, 


No man ought preſumptuouſly to declare 
the counſels of the. Moſt High: and it 
would be more agreeable to my diſpoſition; 
to draw a veil over, than to expoſe, the 
nakedneſs of my country, and be the accuſer 
of my cotemporaries and brethren: yet, 
when danger is nigh, and threatenings pre- 
vail, it is of preſſing importance to ſound 
the alarm, and forward the ſearch after the 
accurſed thing, which urges upon us do- 
ſtruction and ruin z that, if iniquity hath 

abounded, 
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abounded, ſuddenly to draw down ſome 
fatal and exemplary vengeance, our repent- 
ance and humiliation alſo may abound, to 
the rr ann and mercy, © 


T ils to God I e; write with force, 
| equal to the affection I bear them, to ſtir 
up and quicken the readers, that ſhall yield 
this little piece a candid peruſal, to a ſerious 
and religious way of thinking, upon the 
repeated and awakening warnings we have 
experienced. It would be a grateful labour 
and recompence, could I, by the divine 
bleſſing, have weight to move but ſome 
few of my fellow-chriſtians, and worthy 
countrymen, to lay deeply to heart the 
things which have befallen us, and what 
further evil we have juſtly to fear, if there be 
not ſome ſpeedy care taken, from the higheſt 
to the loweſt, to check and' reſtrain the 
rude progreſs of impiety, infidelity, and all 
manner of corruption and wickedneſs, too 
conſpicuous and triumphant within this our 
iſland. Some miſtakes and irregularitizs I 
hope to be indulged the mention of, when 
it is not to reflect upon, and vilify, my ſu- 
periors and betters, nor to fret and gall the 


guilty; but, with all tenderneſs and deſire 
ö C | of 
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of heart, to prevail for a preſent and effica+ 
cious remedy to be applied, to heal every 
wound, redreſs every grievance, remove 
every blemiſh, and to take away the cauſe 
both of correction and puniſhment from 
among us; and to make our country a land 
which the Moſt High, that ruleth in the 
heavens, will vouchſafe to bleſs; will eſtab- 
liſh and ſecure upon the rock of his power, 
and dignify with his loving kindneſs and 
mercy. | {rope 8 


I am far from meaning, as the quoted 
inſtance may ſuggeſt, that violence, and 
cutting off tranſgreſſors, ſhould be recourſed 
to: no; let the vices, which too egregiouſly 
prevail, be killed and mortified, and the 


anden eſcape. 


| 9 party, whole praiſe is in the holy 
book, both prayed and executed juſtice; 
and ſo the viſitation of his people ceaſed: 
he poured out the lives of the daring ſinners, 
and interceded a reſpite to the vengeance 
which Heaven alſo had begun. 


Wr have prayed, and ſcaſonably imitated 
the interceſſion, in regard to one calamity ; 
3 | "op 
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let us be warned, by another awakening 
ſummons, to go a ſtep further, and reſemble 
the execution, tho in a milder form, by 
making a ready ſacrifice of our luſts and 
follies: let us quit ourſelves like men, be 
in earneſt to part with our guilt; we ſhall 
then have ſome ground of hope for puniſh- 
ment to paſs over us, and the deſtroying 
angel to ſtay his baneful and deadly hand; 
the'cankerwortti; the caterpiller, and locuſt, 
to be with- held; the heavens to be of be- 
nign aſpect and influence ; and the founda- 
tions of the earth to be no more dreadfully 
ſhaken ; the royal houſe be in peace, the 
king granted a long life, and our poſterity 
blefſed thro him, and his auſpicious off= 
ſpring, for many generations. Let the rulers 
be alarmed, and the multitudes unite in 
| ſearching out, and reforming, every one the 
evil of his way; and we may haply diſcover,” 
wherefore we have been viſited, and the 
threatenings of further ſorrows are in- 
creaſed; 


Some ſolemn and exemplary applica- 
tion to the neceflary and important duties 
of humiliation and repentance may ſhew, 
by its influence, where hath been deficiency, 

C 2 and 
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and what further is required of us before 
judgments ceaſe, and our — ben re- 
ſtored, and ages revived. | 


Tus deres che head A* on ate 
good work of amendment and ſeeking the 
Lord begins, and is encouraged, the lower 


and more diffuſive will it reach. 


To begin the momentous nn 
religious concerns: Can we find no matter, 
perſon, or place, where reform is expedient? 
Is one day kept religiouſly holy unto the 
Lord, by of ſorts of people, according to the 
command, the example alſo of the pureſt and 
beſt times? Are our aſſemblies for ſolemn 
worſhip devoutly and reverently attended, 
duly conſidering the Majeſty we addreſs, 
and that He ought always to be approached 
with ſincerity, attention, and holineſs ? Doth 
every man, in his ordinary converſation and 
calling, labour after truth and peace, and 
to live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly, being 
benevolent to all, beneficent to many, and 
deliberately injurious to none, by will, word, 
or decd ? 


Ir 


2 
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Ix theſe are too minute particulars to en- 
ter upon, and ſufficiently ſpoken to by a ſe- 
parate order of men, in another place, let it 
be humbly offered to conſideration, whether 
the iniquity of the land, and number of 
tranſgreſſors, be not increaſed by the abuſe 
of the Teſt Act? And what was well and 
wiſely deſigned to encourage the unifor- 
mity of worſhip (thro the irreligion and 
thoughtleſneſs of thoſe, who without ſince- 
rity and principle conform), made the occa- 
fion of accumulated guilt in ſome, and great 
offence to others ? Not that it is intended to 
plead for any to be put in civil truſt, who 
will not communicate in the ' eſtabliſhed 
worſhip (becauſe ſuch proceedings muſt rea- 
ſonably be apprehended inconſiſtent with 
the peace and order of the ſtate) ; but that 
due and effectual care be taken, under the 
ſanction of authority, to admit none to part- 
take in the ſacred and venerable miniſtra- 
tions, whoſe hearts are not convinced of 
the obligation to live under the influence of 
them, whoſe behaviour, at leaſt, is not 
found conſiſtent with the chriſtian profeſ- 
ſion. 


To make the moſt ſolemn act of our re- 


ligion a cloke for worldly purpoſes, is doubt- 
leſs 


Within the chriſtian terms of ſalvation. © 
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leſs a proſtitution and offence; and will be 
avenged by Him, whoſe inſtitution and "w_ 
es e ve enge e 


Ir with reverence we take into asd. 
ration the right and moſt reverend our fas 
thers and chief inſtructors in Chriſt, and 
can diſcover nothing but a pure and ſound 
faith, with a meek and unſpotted life, and 
the moſt paternal care, and vigilant labour, 
in the duties of their high and holy function, 
the adverſary may eaſily be ſilenced, when 
he is heard to ſay in ſcorn and triumph, 
that the moſtly bound, and eminently pro- 
moted in the Church, are leaſt incumbent, 
and in part ſtrangers to the place and charge 
over which they are appointed; and inſtead 
of being ſpiritually minded, are known to 
prove themſelves worldly and carnal; to 


ſeek a kingdom and enjoyment in this world, 


without duly aſſerting the honour of the di- 
vine Maſter, under whom they claim. Ve- 
rily ſuch ſtewards of the houſhold will have 
reaſon to fear the coming of their Lord, 
who ſhall be found buſied in accumulate- 
ing temporals, without the more important 
care, to add daily to the number of thoſe 


IT 
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Ir has been long ago obſerved, by the 
good, and pious, and with friendly intent, 
that the things of another life, will be apt 
to loſe impreſſion upon the vulgar ſort, 
when the ſublime and enlightened are con- 
ceived of a quite different attachment. 
SCARCE any, but muſt own it a more 
pleafing way, tho' not quite ſo primitive, 
to ſeek to enter into the kingdom of God 
through preferments and honours, rather 
than tribulations and ſufferings: Which i is. 
ſafeſt, the day ſhall declare. 


Tuls we may venture for the preſent to 
aver, that there are among us pillars of the 
faith, truly venerable, - altogether exempt 
from any leflening charge, againſt whom 
the mouth of the enemy is opened, and his 
rude pen drawn, but in yain; on. whom no 
accumulation of temporals can be envied ; 
for they are approved, having heads to con- 

trive, and hearts to convert them all for 
| public benefit ; the maintenance of true 
PP and virtue. 


As to the inferior clergy, on whole doc- 


trine ap life much depends, do none. of 
them 
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them ſuffer in eſteem and influence, by ſuſ- 
picion of coming into their pariſhes thro? 
methods a ſober conſcience muſt condemn, 
tho' the penalty of law be evaded ; a guilt 
the ſordid and avaricious patron will ſurely 
be judged partaker of, in the day of ſcru- 


tiny 'and 1 


nne whe; of . to our Sion, 

but muſt be moved, and with ſorrow of 
heart complain, to find ſuch perſons ordained 
to the ſacred miniſtry, who had been brought 
up to, and made themſelves of no account, 
in an inferior charge ? 


AMoNG the regularly called and edu- 
cated, are there none of whom it is ſaid in 
bitterneſs (may it never be ſaid with truth), 
that they are more diſtinguiſhed for the love 
of gain, and attachment to the vain taſte and 
amuſements of the world, than their fidelity 
to ſerve the Lord Chriſt, thro' a watchful 
and zealous attendance on the duties of their 


(ſacred) office? 


I hope to be pardoned, if I ſpeak freely, 
fince it is with much honour and affection 


to the order. I would recommend it to be 
| g born 
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born always in mind: That if thoſe who are 
ſet apart as guides and examples to others, 
ſhould be at any time found out of the right 
way themſelves, and of diſpoſition to creep 
into houſes, and ſooth, rather than ſeek to 
pull down every vain imagination of the 
wealthy and proud: If they are known to 
walk in craft, and handle the word of God 
deceitfully to affect the ſtyle and language 
of vain philoſophy and courtly complaiſance, 
rather than to ſpeak freely and boldly the 
truths of Jeſus Chriſt ; to form their doc- 
trine and manners according to the rudi- 
ments of the world, and not the light and 
precepts which came down from Heaven; 
and in their fooliſh opinion attempt to 
ſoften and extenuate guilt, and to take off 
from the terrors of the Lord, rather than 
to enforce them, to alarm and perſuade men 
to be converted, and eſcape: 


OF a truth, they who do and approve 
ſuch things, will let looſe the tongues of 
the ungodly and infidel, and encourage the 


moſt vile to ſhoot forth their arrows; and 
what is of more dreadful conſequence, the 
chief Shepherd of the ſheep may be ex- 
pected to pour forth his hotteſt diſpleaſure 

D upon 
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upon thoſe paſtors, who attend not to watch 
over their flocks, and by any point of im- 
proper behaviour defeat the end of the 
great charge to which they are aſſigned. 


AnD ſhall they ſtand (may they ſo acquit 
themſelves in the end, as to be able to ſtand). 
in the day when the Lord Jeſus ſhall be re- 
vealed from heaven, with his mighty an- 
gels, to do honour to his everlaſting goſpel; 
"who under the fair pretence of a reform of 
the ſacred text and liturgy, are thought to 
diſcover minds ready to admit another goſpel 
than that we have received; and to interpret 
the lively oracles of the Holy Ghoſt, accord- 
ing to the ſentiments of a corrupt age ; to 
a meaning at leaſt altogether hidden from 
the good and wiſe of the generations before 
us? 


Tux Univerſities and places of public 
and Chriſtian education in this kingdom, 
juſtly have the glory,to be ſeminaries of true 
religion and ſound learning; yet it may poſ- 
fibly be obſerved, that inſtead of profiting 
and removing from them with any luſtre, 
ſome of their diſingenuous ſons are found, 
both to traduce their. nurſing mother, and 

1 7 
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be the occaſion of ſts gs which 
EIS, Yai 


1 r was a took! of one of the greateſt 
ornaments of this iſland, and he had judg- 
ment to be juſt, that ſuch as bring their 
vices with them, and ſpend their time ill in 
theſe feats of learning, are chiefly known 
to go abroad into the world with a bad re- 
port of the place where they made ſo un- 
becoming a figure ; and their concluſion is 
uſually of a piece with their beginning. 


To theſe celebrated ſchools we are doubt- 
leſs beholden for the ſpirit of piety, freedom, 
and folid virtue, which yet remains among 
the diſtinguiſhed few of our iſland ; and it. 
will always redound to their 8 that 
a main motive of virulence and enmity 
againſt them, among the worſt ſort, is their 
ſteady care, as hath been. their ſucceſs,” to 
train up fit perſons to make a ſtand in be- 
half of truth and liberty. 


* muſt be allowed however a ſeaſonable 
wiſh, that the bread of founders were never 
given to dogs, ſuch as eat it in abuſe and 
idleneſs, without the leaft thought of pro- 
D 2 fiting 
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fiting others, thro the leiſure and liberality 
they are ſuffered to enjoy: And is it not 
worthy of deſire, that there could be no ſo- 
ciety of learning named, where the word of 
a ſtates—m—n and c—t—r at a diſtance 
avails more in behalf of a candidate, than 
any merit or aſſiduous application to ſtudy ; 
which themſelves, upon the ſpot, are wit- 
neſſes to, and beſt judges of? 


MEMBERS adopted into the learned 
body by intereſt, and not for their ſtudious 
and exemplary behaviour, are another uſual 
reproach, and cauſe of aſperſion, to our 
famed ſeminaries ; theſe being brought upon 
foundations by the tools of a party, it is no 
marvel if their conduct afterwards be at 
any rate to ſerve the ends of it, even to the 
proſtitution of principle and honour. 


Tu us were we witneſſes, not a century 
ago, when the leuder and baſer ſort of the 
ſons of our Athens ſeem'd to think, that 


they had no way more effectual to diſtin- 
guiſh themſelves as friends to' our happy 
conſtitution, than by conſorting with the 
unruly ſons of Mars, to promote diforder 
and riot, and draw jealouſy and odium upon 

the 
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the ſeat of learning, to which H they unwor- 
TAB 


Tuner are they, whey like the ſpies ſent 
forth by the commander of the armies of 
Ifrael, raiſe an evil report upon this good 
land, under the wing and countenance of 
authority ſhed abroad pernicious influence; 
and they who hearken to them, do not in 
truth know the men, and their communi- 
cations. As Judas, from the table of our 
Lord, they leave the friendly foundations 
which firſt afforded them liberal ſubſiſtence, 
with minds bent upon miſchief, and ready 
to Join in the cry with the rabble that would 
extirpate and humble them, till the aſpect 
of things changes, and their leaders direct 

another utterance. | 


Tur beſt affected to theſe ſeats of the 
Muſes have ever judged it moſt expedient 
to their eredit and ſecure eſtabliſhment, 
That every heterodox and evil member be 
ſpeedily cut off and expelled ; . and God 
forbid any ſhould be permitted to draw their 
petulant arrows againſt the righteous, under 
the ſhelter and title of Univerſity-revenue 


and honour ! 
| IT 
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Ir was neceſſary to he thus explicit, in 
pure love and reſpect to theſe truly pious 
and venerable bodies, the better to take off 
ill impreſſions; for the fountains muſt be 
purged, before the ſtreams that water the 
land can run clear: And if the enemy ig 
believed, in ſaying the waters are unwhol- 
ſome and bitter, who will taſte to be 1 
or profited by f | 


 Awp. who. 3 but the abuſe nt 
ls charity, and the liberality of worthy be- 
nefactors, may be one of the crying fins 
the ſcourge of Heaven is ſent to reform, if 
redreſs ſlumbereth, and be indefeaſible mw 
the powers on earth ?? 


ARE all things as n to yr 
our courts of juſtice? It is true, they are 
opened with a ſolemn proclamation againſt 
immorality and profaneneſs ; but how re- 
ſpectfully read, to reach either ears or un- 
derſtanding of thoſe preſent ? How obeyed? 
Dare we ſay, that the manners of men are 
ſtrictly conformable to their ſovereign's 
word and will ? The men in truſt near pup 


* Vide Proclamation againſt Immorality a and Pro- 
faneneſs. 
royal 
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royal perſon ? I wiſh it could be affirmed, 
that none were at any time exalted to power, 
who had ſignaliz d themſelves both as pro- 
fane and itmoral ; and that fearful and 
horrible oaths were never heard among the 
diſtinguiſhed at the head of our ranks. 
Alas l. they are but puny great men, tho 
encompaſfed with thouſands, below the 
meaneſt they , exerciſe command upon; 
who degrade the dignity of their ſtation by 


' blaſphemy and irreverence to the name and 


majeſty of Heaven. Malediction and out- 


rageous forms of ſpeech, with fierce appeals 
to the Moſt High, will paſs i in their cur- 
rent ſtamp as marks of impiety, and a want 
of that reach and compoſure of mind re- 
quiſite to make men conſiderable, but can- 
not be put off, as bearing the impreſs of true 
courage and wiſdom: They may yet be 
found of conſequence quickly to draw down 

the vengeance which they ſo darin gly Pro- 
voke and i e | 


Aub, with the higheſt Hvetetcs to ſu- 
preme power, I . for leave to fuggeftz 
that it can be no ſymptom of good to 4 
ſtate, if within the circle of græatnefs, nne 
have faithfulneſs or permiſſion to inftil right 

things, 
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things, and freely remonſtrate, how egre- 
giouſly the ſplendor of Majeſty ſuffers, when 
irreligion and immorality may be diſcovered 
in thoſe diſtinguiſhed by its grace. When 
truth is ſeen going before, righteouſneſs may 
be thought to follow ; but a different kind 
of uſher will be deemed ominous, of no 
pleaſing proceſſion in judgment: And ſhall 
theJudge among gods be rendered auſpicious 
by declarations that are in fact experienced 
without efficacy and meaning ? 


ARE our public trials indeed conducted 
with requiſite integrity, decency, and diſ- 
patch? Is the guardian of ſtates, the ſtay 
and ornament of ſociety, indefatigably L 
out, and done honour to? Is ſhe never at- 
tempted to be veiled, embarraſſed, and ba- 
niſhed as an outcaſt from the learned and 
much honoured aſſemblies for judgment ? 


Is truth, modeſty, and right, at no time 
confounded by the unſeaſonable levity or 
roughneſs of thoſe gentlemen whoſe ſolemn 
garb and profeſſion beſpeak them friends to 
lend both a hand and tongue to theſe amiable 
virtues ? 95 257 


Ir 
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Ir will ever be owned the glory of an 
upright judge, and far the praiſe of an ho- 
nourable counſellor; to weigh accurately the 
matter, and be molt attentive to help, where 
right and neceſſity plead for patronage and 
—̃ F— pr 5 
preſſor. ] 


.- Ha TH it not been heard, and may it be 
the laſt plaintive hearing of that ſort !! That 
there is ſcarce an injury one neighbour can 
do another, equal to the coſts and damage 
ſurely to be ſuſtained, by bringing a con- 
troverſy into our courts? That the moſt no- 
toriouſſy aggrieved and injured, ſhall in yain 
ſetk from thence redreſs, where the agoreſ- 
ſer happeneth to be overwhelmed with 
power and wealth? Theſe laſt- mentioned 
facts make up a charge of a nature and 
conſequence which may be preſumed to 
draw down the ſevere vengeance of Heaven 
pw rho, poles on earth con- 
tinue ſilent. 3 


Ve 
1s our cour- chriſban found 7 promotive 


of true religion and virtue, by the full exer- 
ciſe of godly and prudent diſcipline? Is the 
a thereof Lore ? that * churches 
| | E be 
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be ſupplied -by an orthodox, regular, and 
reſident miniſtry ; that our places of pub- 
lic worſhip be kept up every - where in 
comely repair; and the orders of our ru- 
bric ſtrictly conformed to and obſerved ; the 
refractory and unruly wrought to compliance 
or elſe diſcarded public communion ? 


ls it not rather a worn-out complaint, 
that our eccleſiaſtical power ' is degraded, 
the revenues farmed, and its offices in hands 
altogether improper ; fees indeed annually 


demanded, without one benefit performed 
for pabuc good? . | 


| Wuaar ſhall our Lord ſay when he 
cometh ; or will it not haſten his coming, 


if he find (as hath been invidiouſly ſug- 


geſted) no better company in his court, than 
he once met and chaſtiſed in his temple ? 


WHar ſhall we ſay of the higheſt court 
of all, the great council of the nation? 


W muſt preſume it filled with men of 
the beſt qualifications, and moſt honour- 
able views ; for they have the great truſt 
committed to them, to be counſellors to the 


prince, 
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prince, and guardians of the people, and to 
fix our re and, tranquillity on the ſe- 
cureſt baſis; and ſurely all the rulers upon 
earth have ong mighty, to inſpe& and take 
cognizance how they procure, how they at- 
tend and exerciſe their Ps Lu 
power. . 
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world, that the Divine preſence and ven- 
geance ſhould not be invoked but upon preſf: 
ing emergency; and will it not be à re- 
proach, if the legiſlative powers in a Chri- 
ſtian country are found (not from want of 
goodneſs and wiſdom in themſelves, but 
thro' the falſeneſs and prevarication of thoſe 
under them) in vain to multiply oaths, and 
anne of the 3 * 


A ae will * from truth in his 
dealings and words, is rarely to be bound 
by oath; and it is humbly ſubmitted to 
conſideration, whether ſome preſent mul, 
inflited for unfaithfulneſs (ſeldom hard to 
find out), might not have more effect to ſe- 
cure truth and honeſty, than by adding im. 
piety to tranſꝑreſſion, to bind over and expoſe 
the treacherous and falſe dealer to the ter- 

E 2 rors 
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rors of the world to come. Theſe tertor are 
truly terrible; but the profane and worldly- 
minded are experienced not to be awed by 
them.——Our God is too great and jealous a 
Judge, to have appeal lodged with him, for 
vile and deceitful purpoſe: and can the 
great lawgivers of a nation more wiſtly ex- 
ert themſelves, than to ſecure the dignity 
of his tremendous name and honour ? And 
is there not caufe for this exertion, when 
every one exclaims and bears teſtimony to 
the fearful” prevaricatibn and unmannerly 
feedomn, uſed towards the Almighty, in 
regard to oatlis of exciſe, cuſtom, and of- 
fice ?-— Becauſe of ſwearing (bothi under 
the ſanction of law, and from the ſhameleſs 
wantonnefs and preſumption of men) we 
may believe the land mourneth; and if we 
are not yet awakened, a more dreadful vi- 
fitation is to be look'd for from him, who 
hath ſaid in terror and thunder, that he will 
not hold him guiltleſs that taketh hisName 
in vain. | 


1 WHEY what guilt of this Pet ie Ui 
public elections ſtained? (or our well-re- 
ceived papers utter a falſe account). Let the 
honowr of our ſopreme court” be vindicated, 
2202 and 
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and every man 4 Har, that would inſinuate 
the promotion of any to a ſeat there thro” 
perjury, cotruption, and bribery, or any 
colluſive and ipiquitous acts whatever: — 
For God is a Judge atnong Gods, ahd fitteth 
not in the council of ſinners.— That a more 
glaring token of degeneracy, and the approach 
of ruin to a people can hardly appear, than 
for pre-eminence to be gained among them 
at a price, and not for approved Worth. With 
profound reſpe& to my ſuperiors, let their 
conſciences bear them witneſs, how blame- 
leſs they are; my intent is, with mine equals, 
to warn and remind them to repent, and do 
no more wickedly, to the haſtening their 
own and their country's ruin: if they have 
at any time departed from their ſtedfaſt- 
neſs and private rule of judging, who i is 
fitteſt to repreſent them; to the expoſing 
themſelves to the rebukes of their own 
minds, the cenſures of their more ſteady 
. neighbours, and the juſt indignation of 

Heaven, for the ſake of any! favour c or far 
fee or TOWING, on earth. | | 


To add weight to theſe refleflions it 
may be of uſe to quote a few ſentences 


from the ſacred page. 
cc I 
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N will come near to you in judgment, 
<« and I will be a ſwift witneſs againſt the 
« adulterers, and againſt falſe ſwearers, and 
« againſt thoſe that oppreſs—and fear not 
< me, ſaith the Lord of hoſts. Mal. iii, 5. 

: Hof. iv. 1. « Hear the word of the Land, 
« for the Lord hath a controyerſy with the 
« inhabitants of the land, becauſe there is 
« no truth, nor mercy, nor knowledge of 
« God, in the land. | | 

Ver. 2. By ſwearing, and lying, and kil- 
* ling, and ſtealing, and committing adul- 
< tery, they break out, and blood toucheth 
« blood.” 

Ver. 3.“ Therefore ſhall the land mourn, 
ie and every one that dwelleth therein, ſhall 
e Janguiſh with the beaſts of the field, and 
« with the fowls of heaven; yea the fiſhes 
© of the fea alſo ſhall be taken away. > 
L Therefore alſo will I, make thee ſick i in 
„ ſmiting thee, in making thee deſolate, 
* becauſe of thy ſins.” Mic. vi. 13. See 
ch. iii. 10, 11, 12. vii. 2, 3, 4, J. Again, 

Hof. v. 1. © Hear ye this, O prieſts ; and 
« hearken, ye houſe of Jrael; and give ye 
* ear, O houſe of the king; for judgment is 
* towards you !” 


Ver. 
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Ver. 3. I know Ephraim; and Iſrael is is 
not hid from me 

Ver. 4. They will not frame their do- 
4 ings to turn unto their God ; for the ſpi- 
« rit of whoredom is in the midſt of them, 
« and they have not known the Lord. a 6 

Ver: 5. Therefore ſhall Hyrael and Epb- 
« raim fall in their iniquity ; ; and Judab 
** alſo ſhall fall with them.“ 

Ver. 14. „ will be unto Ephraim as 2 
« lion, and as à young lion to the houſe of 
* Judab: I, even I, will tear and go away; 
e I will take away, and none ſhall refcue.” 

Ver. 15. I will go and return to my place 
« till they acknowledge their offence, and 


. ſeek my face: n 
e ee nc of ks 


I leave the pious, the candid, and intel: 
ligent reader to make his ownremarks upon 
theſe ſolemn paſſages of holy writ ; taking 
this perſuaſion with him, * That God's 
% economy, in reſpect to his peculiar peo- 
i ple, was not falely to diſtingaiſh them, 
but to be an inſtructive leſſon of the 
« methods of his providence towards all 
« ages and nations: I be a-God only of the 
Jews? 1s be not alſo of the Gentiles? 


Bur 
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Bur to return to our ſerious enquiry, 
and take a view of the juſtices of a country. 
ſeſſions; — we cannot make reformation 
too extenſive; nor is it of ſmall account, 


that they who are entruſted with putting 


any part of our laws in execution, and to 
ſit in judgment upon others, be mindful to 
draw no cenſure on themſelves: And do 
theſe that are thus diſtinguiſned among their 
i „give full proof of their ſuperior 
Kill and knowledge in the points of law 
committed to them ? 


Ars they altogether unblemiſhed in the 
courſe of their lives? enemies to profane- 
neſs, and all irregularity of manners; friends 


to religion and order, and frequenters of 


holy worſhip ; decent in the adminiſtration 
of oaths, with a reverence requiſite to ſo- 
lemn appeals to Heaven? 


IT will be eaſy to account for the ge- 
neral remiſneſs, ſo juſtly complained of, in 
putting the wholſome laws, enacted againſt 
drunkenneſs, profane curſing and fwearing, 
fabbath-breaking, neglect of public wor- 
ſhip, travelling on the Lord's day, &c. ip 
due execution, to the obliging conſtables, 


and 


b 
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and · inferior officers, to be vigilant and ac- 
tive in their office, [according to oath, when _ 
they who have truſt and power in theſe | 
things, are found — de and ) 
1 Sen | IL 


Wren what credit 0 e can 
they ſit as cenſors and guardians of the mo- 
rals and behaviour of their countrymen, 
who are known to be profane and immoral; 
to keep h—l--ts in their houſes, and often 
turn a meeting for peace into a diſorderly 
riot, under their own cognizance, to pu- 
niſh, inſtead of being partics in 7 


Wil not the judgments that hang over' 
ns, and ready to fall upon us, awaken, to a 
timely and ſerious reform in theſe matters, 
before terrible execution cometh from the 
Lord, both againſt the evil-doer, and thoſe 
that are put in authority, and yet neglect 
the duties of their commiſſion ? 

T (21s 

Ho w long ſhall it be complained of a3 
a great and ſpreading evil, to the confound- 
ing all religious and civil impreſſions; to the 
filling our pariſhes m poor, en 
* | an 


— — e >> — 8 


intereſt to ſupport and increaſe ill. houſes, 


34 BRKTTATN's AAN M. 


and highways with inſolence and robbers; 
that ſuch ſhonld be found in the liſt of au- 
thority, who, inſtead of regulating and lefF- 


ening their intolerable number— have an 


and ſcenes of gaming and vice, in the divi- 
oo AR of their power? 


17 * the magiſtracy we 4 
gentry, Is it not a diſtinguiſhing point of 
honour among the debonnair and brifk, to 
challenge and cut a man's throat, who 
charges them with the want of it, tho every 
public action of their lives, and this in- 
human method of clearing themſelves, ir- 
refragably proves the imputation juſt? In- 
nocence and worth will not ruſh into real 
and horrible guilt, to take off an imaginary 
ſcar. Beſides, to attempt to ſtain himſelf 


with another's blood, can never coolly be 


interpreted to any man's honour ; and he 
will find it very difficult, upon any principle, 
religious or ſocial, to reconcile it to his own 
conſcience, 


Wu x a deſperate and crying fin then 
is duelling, which breaks thro' all ties of 


nature, and poſitive duty, to be expoſed to 
© $6: | |; the . 
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the juſt vengeance. of the avenger of blood, 
tho but in intention ſhed ! Every murder 
of this ſort. is doubtleſs a burden upon the 
land, where the murderer is ſuffered to live; 
and is deſerving the attention of the wiſe 
and powerful, N. all RK means to - 


vent . 


* * 88 to * — 
of wickedneſs, in running up and down 
thro the ſtreets to perpetrate violence and 
miſchief? If ſpecimens of the want both of 
humanity and reaſon are ſought to be put 
off, as the marks of gentility and heroiſm, 
it is ſurely fit for the ſafety of others, more 
uſeful and worthy than themſelves, that 
theſe notable exertions be confined within 
walls and darkneſs ::ſuch exploits, unleſs ſea- 
ſonably reſtrained by human authority, muſt 
draw vengeance, on. the evil-doers, and are 
within the reach of Heaven to PI 


Woes E not expenſive exhtertalnnibats ait 
orderl y and riotous diverſions and aſſem- 
blies, too far encouraged by court, nobility, 
and gentry? Some of them, of ſuch a form 
and nature, as no attendance of the higheſt 


perſonages can diveſt of evil meaning and 
F 2 8 


— — —— — —— — 
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evil report ; and which; if not the invention, 
do yet owe their rankneſs' of growth to 
the iniquity, of this 8 2 and ER. Fe 
lated age? | 


WIE find upon Kat Tecold, a ths 


enemy of mankind tempted our firſt parent 
in maſt ; and the ſons of ſhame and lewd- 
neſs, inſpired by his wiles, at this day find 
the expediency of putting on a-diſpuiſe, to 
ruin her fair daughters, and become de- 
ſtroyers of ſouls. — A demonſtration of the 
darkneſs of their guilty purſuits. They 
dare not, with open countenances, ſay the 
3 they meet to 3 and for- 


„. — 712 


Wt FRO not cauſe to Kor, leſt by che 
juſt and obſerving Providence of the Al- 
mighty the revenue from landed eſtate 
ſhould be leſſened and impaired by the con- 
tinuance of the decreaſe among the cattle; 
or ſome ſharper ſcourge, the prevailing of 
the canker-worm and locuſt, to deſtroy the 
fruits of the ground ; or the ſwallowing up 
of the land itſelf, by theſe horrible and 


E threatening earthquakes ; when ſo little ſhare 


of the profits thereof are ſanCtified unto the 
$ Lor d, 
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Lord; and expended in piety and good 
works, in the places where it is raiſed; and 
ſo largeportions are drawn off and embez- 
zled, for the ſupport of ſuch ſcenes of riot 
and ribaldry, as are the ſcandal and re- 
proach of our great metropolis, and mn 
een 


ON 


I am next to peak to a tendet point, yet 
of great conſequence on this eon, £0 


N a O08. AP ied 


1 y the bulk FR Ot: of PRE fin 
be allowed to ariſe from the tranſgreſſion of 
particulars, in an attempt to warn and 
awaken all to amendment, from the judg- 
ments we feel, and the much worſe we have 
to fear, it will be neceſſary to point out 
offence, in whatſoever condition or ſex. 


ANp can the matrons of our land be 
thought exempt from any criminating 
charge; who have the name, but are ex- 
perienced to want the affection, peculiar to 
the tendereſt relation Bring babes into 
the world, and then expoſe them to an- 
other's concern; deny them the friendly nu- 


triment nature hath prepared, and take no 
| thought 


* " : 
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thought to ſorm their minds to the truth, 
RM Chriſtian? 


Tux ien bare of their — Cine 
houthold, with a meek and quiet ſpirit, is 
the peculiar ſphere and ornament. aſſigned 
that amiable ſex in holy writ : but if theſe 
are laid afide, and nothing attended to but 
ſcenes of diverſion, vanity, and folly, it is 
ſurely no good example or preſage to the 
qualifications of the riſing generation ; and 
muſt be a foreboding of heavy judgment on 
themſelves. © The Almighty hath conde- 
ſcended to have his love towards his pecu- 


liar people underſtood by the affection of a 
mother towards her infant; and his indig- 
nation may well be conceived to take place, 


where this natural and maternal tenderneſs 
hath been egregiouſly wanting. We may 
ceaſe to wonder, that the ſons and daughters 
of the land ſhould be reflected on as void 
of principle, and the ſentiments of true re- 
ligion and honour, when their mothers have 
firſt ſhewed themſelves without natural af- 
fection. 


Now if theſe things are fo, and great 
enormities may be found among our cotem- 
poraries 
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poraries and countryme trymen, which cannot in 
any ſober man's conſcience be denied or ju- 
ſtified, let not the pen be cenſured, that 
moves to have them redreſſed; but blame 
be laid on thoſe who are deſervedly charged 
with them; that they may be ſtirred up to 


a ſpeedy and thorough amendment, in or- 


der to hope for the ſcourging Hand of Pro- 
vidence to change towards us, and pour 


Ir it be alleged, that every good mind 
finds buſineſs enough to ſearch, and reform 
itſelf, without attending to others miſtakes; 
the misfortune is, that the evils here touched 
upon are obvious as the day- light, take up 
no man's time, or put him out of the way 
to meet: ſpots and blemiſhes are they 
painful to behold, and in ſome ſort crimi- 
nal in the obſerver, not to try to remove. 


However, if I have inadvertently 


dropped any expreſſion juſtly exceptionable, 


I defire it may be imputed to error in judg- 
ment, not in will If condemned for ap» 
pearing in an office to which I am by no 
means equal, it may be admitted in abate- 
coun, Gant my hope and intent is, by this 

humble 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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8 humble attempt to excite ſome abler and 

authoritative hand to apply itſelf to the ne- 
ceffary and important work of rouſing a na- 

[ tion, evidently under the chaſtiſing rod of 


| Providence, to ſome degree, at leaſt, of re- 
| formation and ſeriouſne | | 
| | [Fit be ns: pw th 


- and ſought to be diſſuaded from, but what 
every one knows; the more ſhame for us, 
that ſo few lay iniquity to heart, to redreſs ; 
| it is not a time for filence or remonſtrance 

| to ceaſe from. any hand, till reformation take 

| place. At the burſting forth of fire, or the 

| breach of waters, every hand hath its pore 
l tion of praiſe ſuitable to the aſſiſtance it 
| | Tends; none blameworthy, but the unem- 
| 
| 


Foe to ſtop the ſpreading danger, 
To thoſe of fuch gigantic growth in 


their own opinion and reaſonings, who be- 
lieve not a God and Providence, or not 
ſuch a one as the holy ſcipture reveals, I 
have no concern with, or any ſort of talents 
to addreſs myſelf : they dare a war againſt 
Heaven, and from Heaven: muſt wait vo 
conviction, 


| | "Warn 


—_— . = 4 
0 * —_ * — ——— 
— — ——’— . — —44k5'm 
— 
„ 


* * 


BRITAIN's ALARM 44. 
Wu the ſacred oracles are known - 
expreſly to affirm, that the Almighty So- 
vereign of the world doth viſit nations for 
ſuch things as are above recited, it is not 
material what opinion they form, who with 
their fame for learning and great abilities 
have the name too of applying their labours 
to overturn antient foundations, and ex- 


plode all eas. 165 and d authority but | 
ne Wan . 


Wirn the pious Sad humble 1 (chars ; 
they to whom truth maketh herſelf known, 
ſuch} are they whoſe approbation doth ho- 
nour) I truſt this honeſt endeayour to move 
my fellow Chriſtians and countrymen, to 
take alarm from judgment, to avoid final 
| deſtruction, will meet a candid — | 


In is indeed well, ir were be hot greater 
and heavier guilt which cleaves unto this 
nation, than I have pointed at, or can be 
eaſily named. Were the Lord to look down 
from Heaven with the ſame piercing eye 
by which he beheld the antediluvian gene- - 
ration, we might tremble and fear, leſt he 
ſhould find wickedneſs fo prevailing, as to 
move him again to deſtroy the whole earth, 

G with 


« according to the 
* ee he have not the infidel, 
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with the inhabitants thereof: wickedneſs, 
aggravated beyond the degree of thoſe who 
periſhed by the flood; in that, after he hath 
ſent his own eternal Son, to be a preacher of 
righteouſneſs and atonement for fin, men 
have finned yet more and more; rebelled 
againſt the Lord their Maker, rejected the 
law and facrifice of a Redeemer, and grieved 
the Holy Spirit, which makes meet for 
heavenly places: we of this ifland might 
ſurely dread, leſt we ſhould ſpeedily become 
as Sodom, and marked out for the exemplary 
vengeance of Gomorrab; or elſe be ſuddenly 
buried in the bowels of the earth, as was 
Korah, and all his company: and who wil 
condemn, if under theſe circumſtances of 
conſternation and terror, with zeal and ear 
neſtneis, we put up the affectionate petition 
of one great and good in his generation 


(with ſome addition) ? and' may we- lo t - 
with the ſame happy ſucceſs! | 


80 Tus good Lord pardon and avert his 
* ſore vengeance from every one that pre- 
* pareth his heart to ſeek God,” on theſe 
moving occaſions, tho he be not cleanſed 
of the ſanc- 


the 


} 
4 


hard to the hireling ? punctual to render to 
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the proud, and wanton to join him! And 
© the Lord hearkened to Hezeliub, and he 
© healed, ” i. e. removed his chaſtening and 
heavy rod from off n een en 
XXX, 5 19, 20. 


1 ſhall add a word in 8 
tagion among the cattle. Do they who 
raiſe and reap from them, not truſt 
more to their own ſkill and induſtry, than 
to the good Providence of God, for the wel- 
fare and increaſe of their ſtock ? neglecting 
public worſhip ; unmindful of private ſo- 
briety and honeſty? Are they faithful to 
covenant with landlord ; not oppreſſive and 


him that laboureth faithfully in the word, 
is  refident and vigilant upon his cure, 
the portion that the law hath afligned ? for 
deficiency and neglect in theſe things are 
marked in the holy book, as the occaſion 
of curſe and vengeance upon the land, the 
fruits and profits thereof wy See Mal. ii, 


„ 90 


ARE we all temperate in our meals; 91 
mindful, while we indulge and refreſh our- 
ſelves, to communicate freely to others ne- 

862 2 


44 BriTAliNs ALARM. 

ceſſities? Da! none need to be taught, by 
abtidgment and ſcarcity, from whence plen- 
tiful and kind proviſion cometh ? having 
ſhewn themſelves regardleſs to aſk a bleſſ- 
ing upon what they are about to eat; or to 
return thanks for the bounty and nouriſh- 
ment = have received? 


4 * to our | horſes®, the notorious and mo- 
dern abuſe of that uſeful and generous ſpe- 
cies of animals ( in compliance with dictates 
of cruelty, avarice, and whims) for purpoſes 
beyond their ſtrength and nature, by ſuch 
ruinating matches for drawing, running, and 
riding (ruining, I mean, to the poor beaſts, 
as our public papers are ſtuffed with), may 
be thought ſeaſonably puniſhed by the pre- 
ſent infliction ; that men may be warned, 
not ſo wantonly to apply the good qualities 
of a creature they can but illy bear to be 
deprived of ; nor at any time for the future 
make the ſevere trial of the ſwifineſs and 
generoſity of a beaſt the occaſion of the me- 
tamorphoſis of men into ſomewhat worſe 
than brutes ; as is too often the conſequence 
of our famed races, and heath aſſemblies. 


„This was ; ſent to hand, when the late diſtemper 
| rho among the horſes. 


5 It 
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Ir is hard to form a more diſtaſteful 
image of hell, than the night-ſceyes of ſome 
of our - moſt celebrated races have been 
known to furniſh ; that an obſerving fo- 
reigner, attending theſe places, might well 
think our land ſpoiled of its nobility, z. e. be 
reaved of nobles of the genuine and antient 
ſtandard, to be found in a ſenſible and cele- 
brated author *; or that enormities were 
dignified among us, when he finds the moſt 
abſurd and infamous ſpeech and manners, 
where the higheſt and moſt honourable titles 
are affected: what muſt offend the eye 
and ear, and grieve the heart, whereſoever 
reaſon and humanity have influence. How 
Hall he that dwelleth on high behold, and 
not whet his glittering and avenging ſword, 
to puniſh ? For mighty tranſgreſſions there 
are mighty torments in reſerve ; even the 
- guiltleſs inſtruments of their iniquitous ſports 
and meetings may be employed to confound 
1 humble them. 


To cloſe All: 


AFTER what hath been offered, and 
our own ſerious reflections may ſuggeſt from 


the further awakening ſhocks we have ex- 


See Juden. 


perienced 


— Fr 
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(for the foundations of the world 
have been again ſhaken, and the earth hath 
trembled under us: the face alſo of the 
heavens hath appeared with terrible and 
threatening aſpects; a token, as we now be- 
lieve, of a farther ſhock to follow, by the 
falling of the fair prop and ſupport of our 
darling hopes) ; let us riſe, and be zealous 
for the Lord, that our iniquities be not a 
burden ' too heavy for the pillars of the 
earth to bear. Let us hearken to the 
preachers of righteouſneſs, that we may not 
be ſwallowed up quick, and conſumed with 


all that a to us. 


© TaErss ſolemn as portentous warn- 


ings cry aloud, with commanding autho- 


rity, that with contrite and humble hearts 


we return unto the Lord, and ſay, Spare 


« us, good Lord, ſpare thy people, and de- 
« liver us from thy threatning and ſore judg- 
* ments. We — indeed ſinned, and done 
&* amiſs, and dealt wickedly; we have ne- 
e glected and profaned thine ordinances, 
« departed from truth and righteouſneſs, 
0 forgotten ourſelves, forgotten our charge, 
&* and forgotten to whom we belong, and are 
de accountable to. O! Lord, recover us to 
our 


that judgeth the univerſe: and as we know 
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Jour duty; accept chy dear Son's propi- 
« tiation, and fave us by thy mercy: take 
tt away thy heavy chaſtiſements from among 


us, and viſit us with thy ſalvation; hat 


te we may ſee the felicity of thy choſen, 
* and rejoice in the gladneſs of thy people, 
* and give thanks with thine inheritance.” 


As we have been thus ſignally reminded, 
that there is an invifible Hand which go- 
verns us; a Power terribly to deſtroy us; 
withal have experienced the mercy, to ſee 
the rod lifted up, before it dreadfully ſtrikes 
us ; it is of additional importance to move 
"a0 turn our hearts, and ſeek 
protection and peace, not by change of 
place, but in his goodneſs and preſence only 


aſſuredly, that here we have no abiding 
city; and have lately felt the Place of our 
dwelling to totter under us; it may well 
quicken our diligence, to prepare and look 
for a reſidence to come, a bleſſed kingdom, 
which cannot be ſhaken : To which God 
the Univerſal Father, of his paternal good- 
neſs, bring us all, thro' the purpoſe of his 
love revealed to us, in his dear Son Chriſt 

Jeſus, 
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Jeſus, ande y the affiſtance, Hanfificdtion,” 
and comfort, of his eternal Spirit? To wich 

All. glerious Three, ünd One Eternal Im- 


1 8 


be aſcribed all honour, 
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